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Appointments 

 

2021- Assistant Professor in Political Theory, Department of Political 

Science, Yale University (USA) 

2018-2021 Junior Research Fellow in the History of Political Thought 

Robinson College and Polis, University of Cambridge (UK) 

2016-2019 Fellow in Political Theory 

Department of Government, London School of Economics and 

Political Science (UK) 

 

Education 

 

October 2013-2016 Ph.D. in Political Theory, POLIS, University of Cambridge, 

UK. Thesis: “Constituent power and the modern state.” 

Passed without corrections. Examiners: Prof. Lea Ypi (LSE) and 

Prof. Richard Tuck (Harvard) 

Supervisor: Dr. Duncan Kelly, Advisor: Prof. David Runciman 

mailto:lr391@cam.ac.uk


January-June 2015 Visiting Scholar, Centre d’Etudes Européennes, Sciences Po, 

Paris, France. Referent: Prof. Colin Hay 

2012-2013 Master 2 Recherche in Political Theory, EHESS, Paris, 

France 

Thesis: “A Liberal Genealogy of Constituent Power”. Grade 17,8 

(distinction) 

Supervisor: Prof. Pasquale Pasquino, Advisor, Prof. Bernard 

Manin 

2011-2012 MSc Law, Anthropology and Society, London School of 

Economics, UK 

Thesis: “Law and Politics: a tale from Iceland. How a constituent 

moment turned out to be a simple constitutional revision”. Grade 

69 (high merit) 

Supervisor: Prof. M. Mundy and Dr. A. Pottage 

2008-2011 Italian Bachelor Degree in Political Science, University of 

Trieste, Gorizia Campus, Italy. Grade: 110 e lode 

2003-2008 Italian High School Diploma in Classical Studies, Liceo S. 

Maffei, Verona, Italy. Grade: 100 cum laude 

 

Professional Affiliations  

 

May 2018 Member of the American Political Science Association 

March 2018 Member of the International Network for the Study of 

Constituent Power 

February 2018 Fellow of the Hannah Arendt Centre, University of Verona, Italy 

February 2018 Qualification Maitre de Conférence, France 

 

Publications 

 

Book 

Lucia Rubinelli Constituent power. A history. Cambridge University Press, 

Ideas in Context Series, May 2020. 

Peer Reviewed 

Articles 

 

Lucia Rubinelli “The Sovereignty Surplus and contemporary politics”, 
afterward in International Journal of Constitutional Law (3000 

words), forthcoming November 2020. 

Lucia Rubinelli (ed.) ‘Constituent power and its institutions’, editor and contributor 

to invited Critical Exchange, Contemporary Political Theory, 

forthcoming, January 2021. 

Lucia Rubinelli “Elites, democracy and parties in the Italian Constituent debates, 

1946-1947”, part of the special section on Parties, Elites and 

Democracy, Constellations (10.000 words), forthcoming June 

2020. 



Lucia Rubinelli “Costantino Mortati and the idea of material constitution”, 

History of Political Thought, Vol. 40, Issue 3, 2019, 515-546.  

Lucia Rubinelli “Sieyes versus bicameralism”, The Review of Politics, Vol. 8, 

Issue 2, 2019, 255-279. 

Lucia Rubinelli “Taming sovereignty: constituent power in nineteenth century 

French political thought”, History of European Ideas, Vol. 44, 

Issue 1, 2018, 60-74. 

Lucia Rubinelli “How to think beyond sovereignty: Emmanuel Sieyes on 
constituent power”, European Journal of Political Theory, April 

2016, 1-21. 

Lucia Rubinelli, Rui 

Pereira and Federico 

Brandmayr 

“Il potere del popolo nelle democrazie contemporanee”, Editor 

and Editor and contributor of the Special section of Rivista di 

Politica, 4/2016, 26-32. 

 

Book Chapters  

Lucia Rubinelli “Democracy on the dark continent: fascism and communism 

versus parliamentarism”, book chapter in Meckstroth, C. and 

Moyn, S., The Cambridge History of Democracy, CUP, 

forthcoming November 2021 

Lucia Rubinelli “Of post-men and democracy” book chapter in Marquez, X., ed., 

Democratic Moments, Bloomsbury Academic, 2018, 97-105. 

Lucia Rubinelli “Sieyes e l’idea del potere costituente della nazione”, in Campi, 

A., De Luca, S., Nazioni e Nazionalismi, Rubettino, 2018, 97-

105. 

Book Reviews and 

Review Essays 

 

Lucia Rubinelli “On democracy and its constitutions”, review essay of Khosla, 

M., India’s founding moment (Harvard 2020), review essay in 
Global Intellectual History, (5000 words), forthcoming 

December 2020.  

Lucia Rubinelli “Electoral laws, equality and inclusivity in 19th century 

England”, review essay of Conti, G., Parliament the mirror of 

the nation (CUP, 2019), round table for H-Diplo, May 2020. 

Lucia Rubinelli “Is parliamentarism compatible with democracy?”, review 

essay of Selinger, W., Parliamentarism: from Burke to Weber 

(CUP, 2019), book forum for Toqueville 21. 

Lucia Rubinelli “L’historie de la souveraineté populaire et Brexit”, review of 

Tuck, R., The Sleeping Sovereignty (CUP, 2016), Revue 

Française de Science Politique, March 2018, 21-22. 

Lucia Rubinelli “Augmentation or revolution: constituent power in global 

context”, review of Wenman, M., Agonistic democracy, (CUP, 

UK, 2013), Cambridge Review of International Affairs, 27 (3), 

613-615. 



Work in Progress 

Lucia Rubinelli “Opposition to bicameralism in 19th century French political 

thought”, in preparation for a special issue of Parliamentary 

Affairs on Upper Chambers. 

Lucia Rubinelli “Caesarism and technocracy in socialist debates in late 19th 

century Englad” 

Lucia Rubinelli Plebiscites and referenda in European political thought, 1848-

1961, Book manuscript under preparation  

 

Conferences, Seminars and Invited Talks (selection) 

 

January 2020 APT Annual Conference, Oxford, UK. Discussant on the 

panel ‘Factions, parties, and popular rule: perspectives from 

republican and neo-republican thought’. 

November 2019 Conference ‘Caesarism and Democracy: Historical and 

Normative Perspectives’, Princeton University, USA 

October 2019 Seminar of the Institute for Intellectual History, St. 

Andrews, “Constituent power as sovereignty in Weimar 
Germany”. 

September 2019 Book Manuscript Workshop on M. Patberg’s ‘Constituent 

Power in the EU’, University of Hamburg, Germany. 

September 2019 American Political Science Association, Washington DC, 

USA Comments on G. Conti’s book Parliament the mirror of 

the nation 

June 2019 Conference ‘The idea of material constitution’, University of 

Glasgow, UK, “Mortati and the idea of material constitution” 

March 2019 Seminar in History of Political Thought, University of 

Cambridge, UK “Constituent power as sovereignty in Weimar 

Germany”. 

February 2019 Seminar in Political Philosophy, University of York, “Carl 

Schmitt on Sieyes and constituent power” 

February 2019 Research workshop on bicameralism, CamPo program, 

Sciences Po Paris, “The intellectual origins of anti-

bicameralism” 

October 2018 Liberty Fund Conference, ‘The liberty of the cities’, Lucca, 

Italy. 

August 2018 American Political Science Association, Boston, USA “The 
intellectual origins of anti-bicameralism”  

June 2018 International Society Intellectual History, St Andrews, UK: 

“Sieyes, citizenship and how to limit power” 

March 2018 Seminar on Burke, Montesquieu and Hume, Liberty Fund, 

Bordeaux, France 



December 2017 Elites and democracy in modern political thought, 

Cambridge, UK: “Elitism and democracy in post WW2 Italian 

debates” 

June 2017 Images of sovereignty, KU Leuven, Belgium: “The history of 

constituent power: or, political theory’s troubled relationship to 

sovereignty” 

June 2017 Political Pasts and Democratic Futures: Interdisciplinary 

Approaches, IAS, UCL, UK: “The theory and practice of 

popular political authority in Post-World War II Europe” 

June 2017 Socio-Legal Discussion Group, University of Oxford, UK: 

“The politics of the idea of constituent power” 

January 2017 History of Political Ideas Seminar, Institute for Historical 

Research, London, UK: “The party as agent of the people’s 

sovereignty in the political thought of Costantino Mortati” 

May 2016 Bicameralism under Pressure: Constitutional Reform of 

National Legislatures, LUISS University, Rome: “Opposing 

bicameralism to guarantee the limitation of power: the 

constitutional debates of the French Revolution”. 

January 2016 Braga Colloquim in the history of moral and political 

philosophy, Portugal: “On constituent power, or on the 

alternatives of sovereignty”.  

September 2015 Convegno Società Italiana di Scienze Politiche, Università 

della Calabria: Panel organiser and discussant, “The role of 

people’s power in contemporary states”. 

June 2015 ACPT Workshop Democracy: past, present and future, 

Amsterdam: “Constituent power or sovereignty: a contested 

foundation for democratic theory”. 

June 2015 Seminar “Constitution, Etat, Démocratie”, EHESS, Paris: 

“The heritage of Sieyes’ thought in nineteenth century French 

constitutionalism”. 

 

Awards and Scholarships 

 

June 2014-2015 Stapley Award, Sir Richard Stapley Educational Trust, UK 

December 2014 Peter Kirk Trust Award 

November 2014 Magdalene College Graduate Fund 

October 2014-2015 Culp Bursary, Cambridge University, UK 

July 2014 Scholarship “Il Circolo”, Il Circolo Italian Association, London, 

UK 

March 2014 Grant “Humanitarian Trust”, Prism the Gift Trust, London, Uk 

2013-2016 Cambridge Home and European Scholarship Scheme, 

Cambridge Trust 



July 2008 “Excellence Award”, Ministero dell'Istruzione, dell'Università e 

della Ricerca 

 

Teaching Experience 

 

2018-2021 Supervisor, Polis, University of Cambridge, Undergraduate 

course Pol1, Introduction to Politics, Pol 8, History of Political 

Thought from 1700 to 1890 and Pol 11, Political Philosophy 

2016-2018 Lecturer and convenor, Government Department, LSE, Master 

Course GV4F5: Advanced Study of Key Political Thinkers: The 
political thought of the Weimar Republic 

2016-2018 Lecturer and convenor, Government Department, LSE, Master 

Course GV4G7: Marx and Marxism 

2016-2018 Lecturer and convenor, Government Department, LSE, 

Undergraduate course GV302: Key themes in the history of 

political thought. 

2014-2016 Supervisor, Polis, University of Cambridge, Undergraduate 

course Pol 8, History of Political Thought from 1700 to 1890 and 

Pol 11, Political Philosophy 

 

Professional Service 

 

2019 Member, CamPo Project on Bicameral Systems in Europe (two 

workshops and edited volume) 

2018-2019 Fundarising for Robinson College and for Global Cambridge 

(University-wide fundraising campaign) 

2017-2019 Co-convenor, Cambridge Political Thought and Intellectual 

History Seminar (Series 2)  

2017-2018 Co-convenor, LSE Political Philosophy Workshop 

2016- Peer Reviewer, American Political Science Review, History of 

European Ideas, Political Theory, Journal of Politics, European 

Journal of Political Theory, Constellations. 

Fall 2014 Co-convenor, Reading Group “Political Parties and Political 

Theory”, Polis, University of Cambridge, Uk 

Spring 2014 Co-convenor, Reading Group “Critical, Post-structuralist and 

non-western Political Theory”, Polis, University of Cambridge, 

Uk 

 

Public engagement and outreach 

 

I regularly comment on Italian politics on Talking Politics Podcast and I have recently been interviewed 

by the New Books Network and by the St. Andrews Intellectual History Archive about my forthcoming 
book. I have written for The New York Times and a piece will soon come out for Renewal: a journal of 

social democracy. I have been interviewed by the BBC and I have co-organised and taken part in two 

public events at the LSE (‘The other Neoliberalism: German Ordoliberalism after the Euro Crisis’ and 



‘Wither Europe? Historical perspectives on 2017’). I have also been repeatedly involved in fund raising 

activities on behalf of both the University of Cambridge and Robinson College. 

 

Languages 

 

Italian (native speaker), English and French (fluent), Spanish (conversational), German (reading), Latin 

and Ancient Greek.  

 

 
 
 
 

Data 13/05/2020 Luogo Pozza di Fassa, Trento 
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