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Curriculum vitae

Current Position

Università di Bologna, Dipartimento di Scienze Politiche e Sociali
Assegnista di ricerca (Research Fellow), 2016–
Research project: “Oligarchic Participation in Democratic Politics”

Adjunct Professor, 2017–
Masters course 85415: “Forecasting and Analyzing Political Violence”

Research Interests

• Contemporary European politics: populism, entrepreneurial parties, oligarchs/plutocrats

• Nationalist political movements, regime transitions, political violence

• Social theory: collective preference formation, legitimacy, conceptions of ideology

• Politics of information technology, surveillance, impact on societal trust

• History of political thought (especially 19th & 20th centuries)

Previous Research Positions

UCLA, Center for Social Theory and Comparative History
Visiting Scholar
Summer 2018

Sciences Po Paris, Centre de Recherches Politiques (CEVIPOF)
Postdoctoral Fellow
2013–2014

New York University, Center for European and Mediterranean Studies
Visiting Scholar
2012–2013

University of California, Berkeley, Institute of Governmental Studies
Visiting Scholar
2011–2012
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Previous Teaching Positions

Johns Hopkins University, SAIS Europe
Adjunct Professor
Fall 2014
Professional Masters course: “Nationalism: Instability and Change in 21st-century Politics”

Columbia University, Department of Political Science
Adjunct Assistant Professor
Spring 2013
Undergraduate senior seminar POLS W3912: “War, Revolution, and the Modern State”

Princeton University, Politics Department
Preceptor (Teaching Assistant) for Anna Stilz, Spring 2009
Undergraduate upper-division course POL 303: “Modern Political Theory”

— for Tamsin Shaw, Spring 2004
Undergraduate upper-division course POL 311: “Critics of Liberalism”

— for Paul Christensen, Spring 2001
Undergraduate introductory course POL 240: “International Relations”

Education

Princeton University
Philosophy Doctor, Politics Department
November 2010
Dissertation title: The Search for Legitimacy in a Society of Masses

Princeton University
Master in Public A↵airs, Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International A↵airs
June 2002
Field I (International Relations)

Università di Bologna, sede di Forĺı
Laurea con lode (undergraduate degree, highest honors) in International Relations
July 2000

Professional Experience

Ministero degli A↵ari Esteri
Foreign Service O�cer, 2008

Publications
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Books:

• What Is a Nation? and Other Political Writings of Ernest Renan, Translated and
edited by M.F.N. Giglioli, New York: Columbia University Press, 2018

• Legitimacy and Revolution in a Society of Masses: Max Weber, Antonio Gramsci,
and the Fin-de-Siècle Debate on Social Order, New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction
Publishers, 2013; re-ed. London: Routledge, 2017

Peer-reviewed articles:

• “Kings, Jesters or Kingmakers? European Populist Parties as a Microcosm for
Celebrity Politics” (with G. Baldini), British Journal of Politics and International
Relations, forthcoming

• “Italy 2018: The Perfect Populism Storm?” (with G. Baldini), Parliamentary
A↵airs, advance article online

• “Wealth, Status, and Faction in Machiavelli’s Worldview,” Il Pensiero Politico
51:1 (Jan. 2018): 3-27

• “The Self as Legitimate Target: Self-Sacrifice and Self-Determination in Mazzini
and Gandhi,” Politics, Religion & Ideology 18:1 (Mar. 2017): 23-41

• “Il deputato della bellezza: Gabriele d’Annunzio’s Aesthetic Politics in the Fin-de-
siècle Crisis,” Journal of Modern Italian Studies 18:4 (Aug. 2013): 500-20

Working projects:

• “Plutocratic Leadership in the Electoral Arena: Three Mitteleuropean Cases of
Personal Wealth in Politics,” Comparative European Politics, revised & resub-
mitted

• “Competition for the Nationalist Mantle: The Case of Action Française and Con-
temporary Theories of Nationalism,” Nations and Nationalism, revised & resub-
mitted

Book chapters:

• “Norberto Bobbio’s Right and Left between Classic Concepts and Contemporary
Crises” in Ferreira, Ana Rita & João Cardoso Rosas (eds.), Left and Right: The
Great Dichotomy Revisited, Newcastle-Upon-Tyne: Cambridge Scholars Publish-
ing, 2013: 24-37

• “Plutocracy and Pluto-democracy: The Pervasive Power of Wealth in Modern
Society as Polemics and Social Science” in Paul, Joanne M. et al. (eds.), Govern-
ing Diversities: Democracy, Diversity and Human Nature, Newcastle-Upon-Tyne:
Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2012: 55-66
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• “Glorious Instants, Perpetual Recurrences: Georges Sorel, Vilfredo Pareto, and
the Dismissal of Progress as a Political Category” in Churn, Natalie & Cecile
Lawrence (eds.), Movements in Time: Revolution, Social Justice and Times of
Change, Newcastle-Upon-Tyne: Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2012: 199-210

Reviews:

• Capital without Borders: Wealth Managers and the One Percent, by Brooke Har-
rington, Etnografia e Ricerca Qualitativa 11:3 (Sep.-Dec. 2018): 530-2

• Democracy: A Life, by Paul Cartledge, Democratization 25:8 (Nov. 2018): 1540-2

• The Political Is Political: Conformity and the Illusion of Dissent in Contemporary
Political Philosophy, by Lorna Finlayson, Il Pensiero Politico 50:1 (Jan. 2017):
152-3

• Naissance littéraire du fascisme, by Uri Eisenzweig, Intellectual History Review
24:4 (Oct. 2014): 566-8

• As If God Existed: Religion and Liberty in the History of Italy, by Maurizio Viroli,
Journal of Intellectual History and Political Thought 2:1 (Nov. 2013): 251-3

• Oligarchy, by Je↵rey Winters, Constellations 19:4 (Dec. 2012): 624-6

• Les anti-Lumières. Du XVIIIe siècle à la guerre froide, by Zeev Sternhell, Filosofia
Politica 21:2 (Aug. 2007): 286-90

• L’illégitimité de la République. Considérations sur l’histoire politique de la France
au XIXe siècle (1851-1914), by Fabrice Bouthillon, Filosofia Politica 20:2 (Aug.
2006): 299-300

• Perché gli uomini ubbidiscono. Max Weber e l’analisi della socialità umana, by
Alfredo D’Attorre, Rassegna Italiana di Sociologia 47:1 (Jan. 2006): 635-8

Translations:

• Go↵man, Erving, “The interaction order.” Translated as L’ordine dell’interazione,
Roma: Armando, 1998

• Wagner-Pacifici, Robin, “Theorizing Contingency, or Speaking of Stando↵s.” Trans-
lated as “Come teorizzare la contingenza, ovvero l’analisi degli stalli,” Rassegna
Italiana di Sociologia 39:3 (Jul. 1998): 387-411

• Berezin, Mabel, “Enacting Political Identity: Public Rituals as Arenas of the Na-
tional Self.” Translated as “I rituali pubblici e la rappresentazione dell’identità
politica,” Rassegna Italiana di Sociologia 39:3 (Jul. 1998): 359-86
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Non-peer-reviewed articles (policy & commentary):

• “I procuratori distrettuali,” Il Mulino online version (14 Nov. 2018)

• “Populismo o plutocrazia? La vittoria di Andrej Babǐs a Praga,” Il Mulino online
version (18 Dec. 2017)

Select Honors and Awards

Università di Bologna, Dipartimento di Scienze Politiche e Sociali
Recipient, Marco Polo scholarship for international research mobility
Summer 2018

European Community Studies Association - Canada
Recipient, ECSA-C 2018 Conference Travel Grant
March 2018

Ministère de l’Enseignement Supérieur et de la Recherche
Qualification, corps de mâıtres de conférences, section 4 (science politique)
February 2014

Fondation Maison des Sciences de l’Homme
Recipient, Fernand Braudel-IFER Incoming Fellowship
July 2013

Princeton University, University Center for Human Values
Recipient, Political Philosophy Graduate Student Research and Travel Fund
2006, 2009, and 2010

Università di Bologna
Recipient, Alumni scholarship for graduate study abroad
May 2004

Princeton University, Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International A↵airs
Recipient, Distinction in Qualifying Exam 2 (Field I)
May 2002

Università di Bologna
Recipient, Rotary Club Award
June 2001
Graduate of the Class of 2000 (Department of Political Science) with highest GPA

Conference presentations and invited seminars

2019
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• January: Book presentation (CIRES seminar), Dipartimento di Scienze Politiche
e Sociali, Università di Firenze (Firenze, Italy)

2018

• November: Seminar on US midterm elections, Dipartimento di Scienze Politiche e
Sociali, Università di Bologna (Bologna, Italy)

• September: UACES 2018 annual conference (Bath, UK)

• May: (with G. Baldini) 4th Prague Populism Conference “Current Populism in Eu-
rope: Culture, History, Identity”, Charles University/Heinrich Böll Stiftung/Goethe
Institut (Prague, Czech Republic)

• May: ECSA-C biennial conference (Toronto, Canada)

2016

• September: Departmental brown bag seminar, Dipartimento di Scienze Politiche
e Sociali, Università di Bologna (Bologna, Italy)

• June: IX SGRI annual conference, Fondazione Bruno Kessler (Trento, Italy)

2014

• September: MANCEPT Workshops in Political Theory (Manchester, UK)

• September: 4th European Congress on World and Global History at the Ecole
normale supérieure (Paris, France)

• August: American Political Science Association annual meeting (Washington, DC)

2013

• November: Brown bag seminar, Johns Hopkins SAIS Bologna Center (Bologna,
Italy)

• August: American Political Science Association annual meeting (Chicago, IL)

• May: New England Political Science Association annual meeting (Portland, ME)

• April: Association for the Study of Ethnicity and Nationalism annual conference,
The London School of Economics (London, UK)

• April: Intellectual history workshop, New York University (New York, NY)

2012

• April: Southwestern Social Science Association annual meeting (San Diego, CA)

• April: New England Political Science Association annual meeting (Portsmouth,
NH)

6



• March: “Left and Right: The Great Dichotomy Revisited” conference, Universi-
dade do Minho (Braga, Portugal)

• February: “Crisis: The Santa Barbara Global Studies Conference,” University of
California, Santa Barbara (Santa Barbara, CA)

• January: Research workshop in political theory, Department of Political Science,
University of California, Berkeley (Berkeley, CA)

2010

• May: “Perspectives on Democratic Political Thought” (postgraduate conference),
University College London/Queen Mary, University of London (London, UK)

2009

• March: “The Idea of Politics: History and Theory” (graduate student conference),
King’s College, Cambridge (Cambridge, UK)

2006

• May: 4th International Conference on European & International Political and Eco-
nomic A↵airs, Athens Institute for Education and Research (Athens, Greece)

2005

• May: “Thinking the Present: The Beginnings and Ends of Political Theory” (grad-
uate student conference), University of California, Berkeley (Berkeley, CA)

University and Community Service

Dipartimento di Scienze Politiche e Sociali, Università di Bologna
Masters Thesis advising
2019–

Panelist, book discussion (The People vs. Democracy), Vignola Public Library
December 2018

Member, Theory/Case Studies Team, Team Populism (populism.byu.edu)
2018–

Member, Società Italiana di Scienza Politica (SISP)
2018–

SISP 2018 annual conference
Chair & discussant, “Ideology and Organization in Populist Political Parties” panel
September 2018

Midterm Social Movement Conference “1968-2018, fifty years after”
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Discussant, “Populism” panel
May 2018

Dipartimento di Scienze Politiche e Sociali, Università di Bologna
International Workshop “Age of Fracture: citizenship, ideologies, global politics”
Discussant
May 2018

MANCEPT Workshops in Political Theory
Co-Organizer & Chair (with G. Ballacci), “Varieties of Aesthetic Politics” panel
September 2014

New England Political Science Association annual meeting
Discussant, “Politics in Space and Time” panel
May 2013

New England Political Science Association annual meeting
Chair & discussant, “Themes in Undergraduate Political Theory Research” panel
April 2012

Southwestern Social Science Association annual meeting
Chair & discussant, “Moralism and Darwin” panel
April 2012

Conference on European Identity and Nationalism, Rutgers University
Panelist
May 2001

Language Skills

Italian & English (native), French (ALTE level C21), Spanish (B22), German (B1)

[For the Association of Language Testers in Europe (ALTE) Framework, see www.alte.org]

1Alliance Française DALF C2 examination passed on 6 June 2007.
2Instituto Cervantes DELE Intermedio examination passed on 8 November 2008.
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