
 
 

 
APPLYING FOR A VISA TO COME TO THE UK 

T5 CERTIFICATE OF SPONSOSHIP and T5 VISA 
 

T5 CERTIFICATE OF SPONSOSHIP 

Srudents selected through the “Thesis Abroad” call  who come in the UK may need a T5 Certificate 

of Sponsorship and a T5 visa. T5 GAE applicants first need a sponsor before they can apply for their 

visa. The British Council and Ecorys are licensed Category A sponsors 

Applicants must have their CoS before they apply for their T5 GAE visa via the UK Government 

website. Please note that applying for a CoS and applying for a visa are two separate processes. The 

earliest you can apply for a T5 GAE visa is 3 months before the date you are due to start work. The 

start date is on your CoS. You should get a decision on your T5 GAE visa within 3 weeks when you 

apply from outside the UK.  

British Council will need scanned copies of the following document in PDF or Word format. 

- a fully completed T5HE Student Application Form  

- the confirmation letter from the sending university (provided by Unimi) 

- the acceptance letter from the host organisation 

- a brief description of the thesis project research (in English; signed by Unimi) 

- a transcript of records from the sending institution 

- a full copy of the participant's passport 

- criminal  record  check  for  overseas  participants (if  applicable) 

- a copy of the employment (only required if the participant is being paid a salary from the 

host organisation). 

 

→ Further information and handbook 

 

T5 VISA 

General information: https://www.gov.uk/youth-mobility 

→ Applying for a visa 

https://www.gov.uk/government-authorised-exchange
https://www.gov.uk/government-authorised-exchange
https://www.erasmusplus.org.uk/t5-visa-how-to-apply-for-a-certificate-of-sponsorship
https://www.gov.uk/youth-mobility
https://visas-immigration.service.gov.uk/apply-visa-type/tier5?_ga=2.96952223.1896415007.1623830282-996136635.1611064503


 
 

 

 

→ Follow the instructions 

 

 

→ Check available biometric enrolment locations 



 
 

 

 

 

→ Fill-in the fields: 

 


